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The first word of this book,

ArntokaAv g [Apokalypsis, unveiling],

should be kept in mind
throughout the book.

For it is God’s intention to reveal
rather than conceal.

ore truth yet to break forth from His Holy Word....
in were great shining lights in their times, yet they
)t the whole counsel of God. Be ready to receive what
hall be made known to you from the written Word of God."
(Pastor at Leyden to the Pilgrims when they sailed to America)
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The book of Revelation

THINGS |
WAz I[G M [O1M . john’ vision of the
HAST SEEN exalted Christ, 1
(Chapter 1)

THINGS

WHICH ¢ The messages to the
ARE seven churches, 2-3
(Chapters 2-3)

THINGS

Throne in heaven, 4-5

WHICH SHALL Tribulation on earth, 6-19

BE HEREAFTER The Kingdom of Christ, 20
(Chapters 4-22) The new heavens and earth
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i “Things i “Things:

: thou hast } U

seen”
A

i Seven
churches

Chap 1 ?hapZ-ﬂ

“I've read the last page of the Bible.
It's all going to turn out all right.”

Billy Graham
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Seven Parts of Each Letter

.Name of church: “Tothe Angelin..”
. Title of Christ: “Theseare thewords
of Him who.."
. Commendation: I know your deeds..”

. Concern: "yet | hold this againstyou.."

. Exhortation: “_oriwilcome..”

. Appeal: “He that hath an earlet him hear
what the Spirit saysto the churches.”

. Promise to the overcomer:
“To him who overcomes Iwill ...."

A Tale of
Three Cities

Ephesus  The loveless church Political centre of Asia

Desirable

Smyrna The persecuted church Commercial center of Asia

Death, myrrh

Pergamon The compromising church Religious centre of Asia

Mixed marriage

Throughout biblical times, these three cities vied with each other,
through means fair and foul, to be known as “first in Asia.”
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Kai 1@ ayyého ¢ EKKANGiag

To the angel of the church in
EPHESUS

Revelation 2:1-7
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First Century A.D. Ephesus — “The Queen of Asia”

£ TN s W i S

First Century A.D. Ephesus — “The Queen of Asia”

e e L T e

////

~ One of the world’s leading cities, Ephesus was a prosperous Aegean port city at
ﬂiﬂ the terminus of most direct land route between Rome and its eastern empire.

[ Ephesus had few equals in the ancient world. The largest commercial center in
Asia Minor, Ephesus was the fourth largest city in the 15t century A.D. Roman
Empire after Rome, Corinth and Antioch on the Orontes. Ephesus was politically
significant as the capital of the Roman Province of Asia and home of its governor.
Ephesus was religiously significant with the Temple of Artemis, chief of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World. Pagan religion was strong in Ephesus, famed for
Ephesian Letters, magical characters marked on statues, statuettes, amulets and
charms. 3,300 idols were recognised. Ephesus was also a cultural leader.
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Twenty-first Century A.D. Ephesus ruins

g - Looking down Quﬁc‘eg, St. toward Celsus Library
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. Twenty-first Century A.D. Ephesus ruins
<~ Looking down __uiic.eg, St. toward Celsus Library
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One of the world’s leading archaeological sites, and one of the best preserved and | 4
restored, Ephesus has been studied since 1869. It was added to UNESCO’s World
Heritage List in 2015. It has been under restoration since 1895 by Austrian and
Turkish archaeologists, continuously except for the two world wars and two years
recently (2016-2018) as Erdogan battled an imaginary coup. Thus far, excavation
of the 8,000 year old site has unearthed about ten percent of the ancient city of
Ephesus. Today, the site is stranded several miles from the sea on the edge of a
swampy alluvial plain and the former harbor is marked by a reed-bed. Ephesus
attracts around 2.5 million visitors annually, incredible testimony to its drawing

"l power considering its relative isolation.
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Ephesus, the loveless church

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right
hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:
2“l know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those
who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them
liars; 3and you have persevered and have patience, and have
labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary.

Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left your
first love. > Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent and do the first works, or else | will come to you quickly
and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you
repent. ® But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the
Nicolaitans, which | also hate.

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes | will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”’

Ephesus, the loveless church

1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
These things says He who holds the seven stars in His
right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven

Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent and do the first works, or else | will come to
you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place—unless you repent. ¢ But this you have, that you
hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate.

Appea| “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says

to the churches.

Promise To him who overcomes | will give to eat from the tree

of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’

9/12/2019
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1 “These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right
hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:”

Angels (@yyeAog, aggelos) - a messenger, envoy,
one Swho is séent an angel a mes;enger fr@m God

La:u Estands (not cand’?“%tlcks ﬁer to the s
prof essed bellevers wi‘g\mty or‘dllstrlct N
Iam&tand is a'bearerﬁdlght Qlthe source of

Commendation

2 “l know (have known) your works, your labor, your patience, and that
you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who
say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3and
you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My
name’s sake and have not become weary.”

[1] I'know your works, Serving
[2] and your labour, Sacrificing (toil until exhausted)
[3] and your patience, Steadfast (endure under pressure)
[4] and how you can not

bear them which are evil: Separated
[5] and you have tried them

.. (and) found them liars: Suffering (toiled without fainting)

The Ephesians heeded warnings of Paul and John about false
teachers. But love was a casualty to heresy-hunting.

11
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Concern

4 “Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left (sent
away, abandoned) your first love.” Great works, but they

o . weren’t motivated by a
Protos = first in rank, influence, ;
. N love for Christ!
honor; the chief, principal.
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
>And thou shalt love the LorD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
Deuteronomy 6:4-5
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control.
Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. %° If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
Galatians 5:22-26

Exhortation

> “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and
do the first works, or else | will come (am coming) to you quickly
and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.

Remember (keep on remembering) the love that was lost.
The first and greatest commandment in both Old and New
Testaments is: “Love the LORD your God with all your....”
Repent (change thinking). Devotion, not just doctrine.
Restore the broken fellowship.

6 “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans,

which | also hate.”

Followers of an unknown somebody named “Nicholas”,

.. meaningless to us today,
(0] ]

VIKAw (Strong’s G3528, nikad) = conquer, rule over, subdue.
Aao¢ (Strong’s G2992, laos) = laity; people (of God).

12



Appeal

7 “He who has an ear (that God has opened), let him hear (and
understand) what the Spirit* (the ‘Holy Spirit’) says to the churches.”

LET HIVI HEA!

Before His Ascension, Jesus promised to send another helper (mapakintov,
parakleton), saying “I will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.” (John 14:18)

'é“of God.”

The Tree of Life offered 5 '
is the very essence of %y ' Overcomers are not
the first love the : a spiritual elite, but
Ephesians had left. simply true believers.

9/12/2019
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Promise

Ap peal “He that hath an ear, hear what the Spirit says to the Churches”

Promise
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No water, no life.
No life, no love.

As their water receded gradually,
So too did their love of Christ,
Until their lampstand was removed.
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Without water (love) one of the Wi

G

37

19



The important role of Artemis in the city is be seen by the silversmith’s riot which
ensued in reaction to Paul’s ministry (Acts 19:24-41). One of the months of the
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The finest amphitheatre in Asia is now a partially reconstructed ruin. However, it

still hold concerts by luminaries like Pavarotti, Sting, Elton John, Ray Charles, Jose
Carreras, Joan Baez, Diana Ross, and many more. After riots at Sting’s concert in

1993, concerts ceased for five years. Nor have they been active lately.
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Demetrius the silversmith led a riot to protest Paul’s preachmg
against idols damagmg trade in handcrafted statues g

op,
Diana of the Ephesians (Artemls), coins w1th Ephesus bee
etc., are still the primary purchases made by tourists and
.~ visitors. Free worldwide shipping was provided for statues of
Diana more than one‘ etre hlgh

9/12/2019
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Tradition holds that John left Jerusalem prior to destruction (A.D. 70) to Ephesus.
If Mary were still alive, she would have travelled with him (John 19:27). Justinian
| (482-565) built the Basilica of St. John over John’s traditional burial cave.
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[ mail _er
~ of her earthly life. -

The site was visited by 3
Popes Leo XIII (1896),
John XX (1961

VI (1967), Jc

9/12/2019
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Leaving the first love

Ephesus recognised some 3,300 gods and goddesses. It wasn’t
just the ONE TRUE God to Whom they were unfaithful. Here are
a few examples:

From the earliest days, they worshipped Cybele the mother
goddess. Over time, the mixed her with Diana the huntress
and other goddesses and Artemis emerged, replacing Cybele.

Head of the lonian Alliance, Ephesus resigned and aligned with
the Persians in 537 BC.

Lysimachus made Ephesus his capital in 301 BC, and forced the
new name of Arsenoi after his wife Arsinoe Il, daughter of
Ptolemy, on unwilling locals. Upon his death in 281 BC, it was
renamed Ephesus.

Goths conquered Ephesus mid 3™ century AD, and the city
declined. It started up again as a Christian city and the
Wonder of the World became mere building materials for as
far away as Byzantium.

A 7.5 metre high statue of Domitian (r. AD 81-96) dominated his
emperor cult temple. He was so hated that Ephesians tore it down
when he died. The battered head is in the Ephesus Museum.

9/12/2019
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The Council of Ephesus was held in the Basilica of St. Mary in AD 431.
One outcome of discussing the Nestorian heresy was a split between
the Eastern and Western churches, leading to total rupture in 1054.

The basilica is said to be built over the rui_ns of the synagogue where
Paul first taught. The Hall of Tyrannus was next door.

Kai t® ayyéhm thc ekkAnoiog

To the angel of the church in

SMYRNA

Revelation 2:8-11
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Ancient writers of that time referred to Smyrna as the loveliest city of Asia. It had
a magnificent setting at the end of a long, protected inlet of the Mediterranean
which gave it a natural harbour well sheltered from the elements. The harbour
was easily defended in wartime by drawing a chain across its entrance. The city
itself began at the harbour and covered the undulating ground between the
harbour and the Pagos, a hill covered by temples and public buildings. Noble
buildings encircling this hill were proudly called these the crown of Smyrna.

The name ironically means ‘myrrh’ or ‘bitter”. Other than the name of this city,
the term is only used in the NT to cover the stench of death during embalming or
as a perfume of bride and bridegroom (ubppa [myrhral).

9/12/2019

27



9/12/2019

Twenty-first Century A.D. lzmir

Turkey’s third largest city, with its marvellous harbour

T Z
'-;_;'; Izmir is a metropolitan city of 3 million, second on the Aegean Sea only to Athens.
-:‘ The 40x20 miles Gulf of Izmir provides a great harbour. Indigenous aromatic resin
=% called myrrh was the city's chief export in antiquity. Destroyed by an earthquake
¥ in AD 178, the city was rebuilt, but smaller. From the 11% to 16t centuries, battles g
2 raged, often with devastating massacres. It became a major international port by :
: the 17th century due to European imperialism, which sparked a growth spurt
despite earthquake, plague, and fire. The Turks saw the city as “Infidel Izmir,” and
§ resentment festered for centuries, erupting in 1922 with genocidal ethnic
- cleansing accompanied by burning the foreign quarter of the city. Over the years, &3
P& ancient Smyrna was lost, buried beneath the often ugly sprawling metropolis.

S e VI O LT L o I S S

7
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Smyrna, the persecuted church

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and
came to life:

“l know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich);
and | know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and
are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second
death.””’

28
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Smyrna, the persecuted church

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna
write,
‘These things says the First and the Last, who
was dead, and came to life:

Do not fear any of those things which you are
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to
throw some of you into prison, that you may

Exhortation v be tested, and you will have tribulation ten
days. Be faithful until death, and | will give you
the crown of life.

Appeal “He who has an ear, let him hear what the

: Spirit says to the churches.

Promise He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the

second death.”

1 “These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and
came to life:””

The assembly at Smyrna was under persecution for the faith,
which explains why the LOrRD emphasized His pre-existence,
death and resurrection. No matter what experiences God’s
people may have, their LORD identifies with them.

Smyrna “our most faithful allies.”
Anyone refusing to sacrifice to Caesar
was in strife. Rome recognised Judaism |
so they did not have to patronize the
imperial cult, but the Jews ensured that
Rome did not accept Christians as Jews

29
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Commendation

9 “l know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich);
and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and
are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”

Abject earthly poverty, but spiritually rich!

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in

the heavenly places.
Ephesians 6:12

28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision
that which is outward in the flesh; 22 but he is a Jew who is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit,
not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

Romans 2:28-29

Concern

No concern was raised for this ekklesia of tribulation and martyrdom.
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Exhortation

10 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil' is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.2
Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life.3#”

NOTES:

The devil in Greek 61dBoAog (Strong’s G 1228, diabolos)
dLapolog = dua [dia] (“against”) + BaAAw [ballo] (“to throw”)

The devil (throws his accusations) to throw you into jail.

In the Bible, ten days indicates a “brief time”, as in Gen. 24:44,
“‘But her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman
stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go.”
See Acts 25:6; see also Isa. 26:20; Ps. 30:5; 2Cor. 4:17; 1Pe. 1:6

‘Ten days’ was a normal Greek phrase for ‘a short time’. (Barclay 1957)

Exhortation

10 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil' is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.?
Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life.3#”

NOTES:

1. Smyrna’s athletes participated
in the games striving for the
winner’s crown.

2. Martyrs would be victors.

3. Priests of cults in Smyrna wore
gold crowns as badges of office. |

Biblical usage

O
crowns | GA4735 | oté@avog |1) A badge of victory; a laurel wreath of victory.
stephanos|s) The crown worn at marriages and festal occasions.
3) Alaurel crown reward for faithful municipal service.

crowns | G1238 | 01a0NMA [1) Always a symbol of kingly or imperial dignity; royalty

diadéma 2) Adiadem: kingly ornament for the head, the crown

31
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Crowns Available (in General)

The .Badge ol Criteria | Reference Verses (KJV)
Victory

For those James 1:12; Blessed the man that endureth tempt:
rown of who have (also when he is tried, he shall receive the ¢
Life suffered for Revelatlon life, which the Lord hath promised to thi
His sake 2:10) love him.

Forthose 2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crow
‘Crown of who loved righteousness, which the Lord, the righte:
His judge, shall give me at that day: and not
hteousness appearing only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.

i For those 1 Peter 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,
Crown o who fed the shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not

G|0ry flock away.

For those 1 Corinthians And every man that striveth for the mastery is
Crown who press 9:25 temperate in all things. Now they to obtain a
i on corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.
Incorruptible =2 il S

For those 1 iS our hope, or joy, or crown of
Crown of who win Thessaloni-aj re not even ye in the presence of our
2:19

Rejoicing souls rist at his coming?

.

Reserved Crowns

U0 _Badge Criteria Reference Verses (KJV)
of Victory

Crown of Blasphemous Mark 15:7  And they clothed him with purple,
Thorns masquerade of royalty (also and platted a crown of thorns, and
(Jesus by Roman soldiers made Matthew  put it about his head,
Christ) of juncus marinus or 27:29; John

lycium spinosum 19:2)
A Golden The Son of Man at the Revelation  And [ looked, and behold a white
Crown time of God’s Wrath; 14:14 cloud, and upon the cloud one sat
(Jesus like unto the Son of man, having on
Christ) KING OF KINGS AND Revelation  his head a golden crown, and in his
(diadéma) LORD OF LORDS 19:12-21  hand a sharp sickle.

'Crowns of The 24 Elders Revelation And round about the throne four
Gold 44 and twenty seats: and upon the
o 5 seats | saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment;
E:“hey had on their heads crowns
Id.
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Appeal

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”

“He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.”
“Second death” is a Jewish Rabbinic phrase for “total extinction of

the utterly wicked.” It is defined later in the book of Revelation as
“the lake of fire (and brimstone)” into which the following are cast:

Rev. 19:20 The beast and the false prophet

Rev. 20:10 The devil (“And they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.”)

Rev. 20:14 Death and Hades (“This is the second death.”)

Rev. 20:15 “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life
was cast into the lake of fire.”

Rev. 21:8 “cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars.”

9/12/2019
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. 10, 000 Chrlstlans murdered by Turkish sailors'ini1097. L

ChristiansliniSmyrnna massacred by a Turkinamed |Mobassanlin/1332.

Mme ma: ey hts|ofiSt Si&)hn fleditolMalta®
He reportedly!beheaded 1,000 prisoners:to make almonumenty o) olhisivictorylofitheit

skulls'mixed with stones.

Athanasms was/beheaded by Muslims in*1653"

Nicholas of Karaman and Dioscorus wge hanged by'Muslims'in 1675.
Demus was beheaded i |n 1763: “

Turksiin 1694 were dlplomatlcally persuaded not to massacre Christians in Smyfna-;but
under Russian provocatlonTurks killed 10,000 in Smyrna.

alng1 797 sTurksllita flre that swept 4, 500 Christian homes in Smyrna.
Rrocopiusikilledyin 1810 Agathangelus in 1818; Nektarius wast hanged in 1820;*and
At hanasnosmar y_qu-|n-1819

. Chrysostom, Greek Metropolitanof Smyrna; killed in 1922. -

. Turkishiethnicfcleansingifrom 1913ito0119224(includingjthelPontian Genocide andithe
Armenian Genoude)jkﬂled 200,000 t0, 350,000 Greekicivilians and up to 1.5 million
'Armenianicivilians, lncludag uplto 150,000 in Smyrna while Western forces looked on.

-

Name

Title

Commendation

Concern

Exhortation

Promise

Appeal “He that hath an ear, hear what the Spirit says to the Churches”

Promise

9/12/2019
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E - - Jenag atio
- =c 2 . .*‘;"_: SN i i :\‘ L_'J_:‘ﬁ"a
Roman Catholic 15  1* |[".0 *-7 ' BEoEETtesr il
Armenian 1 0 e
Greek LI
Orthodox 46  1** .
Armenian 5 .
Orthodox '
(Gregorian) 8 0
Three Anglican 3 2%***
Protestant 4 ?
Total known 77 4
B of 9 prop e as cathedra PO arpe Roma atho
ervec > milery 9632018 Old Frank Quarter, Alsanca
One pastorate holds se e S

69

The only active churches in the Seven
Cities of Revelation today are in lzmir.
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The Synagogue of Satan

Unbelieving Jews were a major threat to the
early church (Acts 13:50; 14:2, 5, 19; 17:5).

Just as they are to the Nation of Israel today.

The threat was compounded because Christians initially enjoyed
protection from Rome by being considered a sect within
Judaism. Since Judaism enjoyed protection as a recognized
religion by Rome, so long as Christianity was seen as a sect
within Judaism, persecution was minimal. But the fundamental
rift between Judaism and Christianity eventually brought
persecution, not only by the Jews, but also from Rome.

Persecution by the Synagogue was something that Jesus had
promised (Matt. 23:34; Mark 13:9; Luke 21:12; John 16:12) and
Paul had experienced (Acts 9:20-23; 13:45-50; 14:2; 17:5-10;
18:6, 28; 19:9; 22:22).

According to Roman law, re ereillegal
outside their country of origin. The only
exception to this law-was Judaisrﬁ; the practi

of which was allowed throughout the IEmpi

Christians were generally conside‘m‘#d:':t'
Judaism until A.D. 70, when the Jerusalem

Temple was destroyed at Passover by Titus
Vespasian and the Roman V Macedonica, Xl
Fulminata, XV Apollinaris) on the west and X
Fretensis on the Mount of Olives.

This would likely have continued following A.D.
70 except that in a classic case of cognitive
dissonance, Judaism made formal attempts to
dissociate from Christianity after the Temple fell.
The intense Jewish hatred for Christians was
illustrated by Polycarp’s martyrdom in A.D. 155.
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